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 The Da Vinci Code is a novel that has attracted
an enormous amount of attention:
— A murder mystery
— Of the thriller sort
— Containing 454 pages in 105 short chapters

— A real page-turner!
 Yet it claims to be a sort of historical novel:

— Historically accurate
— With fictional plot and main characters
— Consider this claim it makes:



The complete text
of page one of
The Da Vinci
Code.

The Priory of Sion — a European
secret society founded in 1099 —
IS a real organization.

All descriptions of artwork,
architecture, documents,
and secret rituals in this
novel are accurate.

FACT:

28 |

| he Priory of Sion—

a European secret society founded in
1099—is a real organization.

In 1975 Paris’s Bibliothéque Nationale
discovered parchments known as Les
Dossiers Secrets, identifying numerous
members of the Priory of Sion, including
Sir Isaac Newton, Botticelli, Victor Hugo,
and Leonardo da Vinci.

"I 'he Vatican prelature known as Opus
Dei is a deeply devout Catholic

sect that has been the topic of recent
controversy due to reports of brain-
washing, coercion, and a dangerous
practice known as “corporal mortification.”
Opus Dei has just completed construction
of a $47 million National Headquarters at
243 Lexington Avenue in New York City.

/A1 descriptions of artwork, architecture,
documents, and secret rituals in this novel

are accurate.
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* The book has sold extremely well. @

— Published April 2003, immediate best-seller

— Sold 40 million copies in hardback
— Still on NY Times best-seller list June 2006

A movie based on the book was released
in May 2006 & did well.

* The book is exciting & well-written (as this
sort of book goes).

* The book is highly controversial.
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The Book is Controversial

* The popularity of the
book is not totally
about its attraction
as a mystery thriller.

 Much of the interest
Is surely about its
claim that traditional
Christianity is a
hoax.




The Plot of The
Da Vinci Code
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The Murder

« Victim: Jacques Sauniere
— Curator of the Louvre

— (Secretly) Grand Master of
the Priory of Sion

 Murderer: Silas

— Large albino Monk
connected with Opus Dei

 Master Plotter: The
Teacher

— Mysterious, unseen,
provides info to Silas




The Hero & Heroine

* Robert Langdon

— Prof of Religious
Symbology at Harvard

— In Paris to give a
lecture when murder
occurs

« Sophie Neveu

— Cryptographer for
French Judicial Police

— Grand-daughter of
murder victim




The Plot

Story begins with the murder ~ 11 pm, inside the
_ouvre.

_angdon is awakened at his hotel an hour & a
nalf later by a phone call from the police.

He Is summoned to meet with Bezu Fache,
crack investigator of the Judicial Police, at the
scene of the crime.

Fache secretly suspects Langdon, as Langdon’s
name was in Sauniere's calendar to meet with
Sauniere earlier that evening.




The Murder Scene

e Sauniére has been
found dead, naked,
and lying in a pose
that matches that of
Da Vinci's "Vitruvian
Man."

* In the few minutes
between being shot &
dying, he managed to
leave several cryptic
clues about what is
going on.




The Plot Thickens

* As the police prepare
to arrest Langdon,
Sophie manages to
spirit him away.

* They decipher clues

her grandfather has
left behind.

* These involve a
secret group guarding

a devastating secret
about the Church.




The Plot Moves On

* The rest of the book is a combination of
their flight from the French police (and
from Silas the murderer), while
simultaneously seeking to locate and
decipher the clues Sauniere has left
behind to direct them to the Grall.

* In the course of their flight, Sophie and
Langdon travel to several places in
France, then to London, and finally to
Scotland.



Sir Leigh Teabing

* They seek out Leigh
Teabing, ex-British
Royal Historian, who
lives in a chateau
outside Paris.

« Teabing is one of the
world’s experts on the
Holy Grail and the

Priory of Sion.

« Teabing fills them in
on the Grail secret.
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the d \ besi” \Langd=7, Sophie drank her tea and ate

a scone, feelt ' f caffeine and food. Sir Leigh
Teabing—=-ha _ (i =—=] before the open fire, his
leg braces What is the

Thet HOly Grail? ' nic. “Most people: ask
me only W tion I may never answer.” He

turned and : \ “However . . . the far more rele-
vant quiestion is this: Whdat is te HondGrail?”

Sophie sensed a rising air of academic anticipation now in both of
her male companions.

“To fully understand the Grail” Teabing continued, “we must
first understand the Bible. How well do you know the New Testa-
ment?”

Sophie shrugged. “Not at all, really. I was raised by a man who wor-
shipped Leonardo da Vinci.”

Teabing looked both startled and pleased. “An enlightened soul. Su-



sd by a man who wor-

Sophle shrugged Yot at all renlly. I was rais

n enlightened soul. Su-

p(‘fb‘. '[’hen ) Leonardo da VinCi e of the keepers

one of the keepers
of the secret of the
Holy Grail. He hid
clues in his art.

a_his art.”

ed to the bookshelf

> bottom shelf. La

Teabing’s ¢
across the rc
Storia di Leonardo.”

Langdon went across the room, found a large art book, and brought
it back, setting it down on the table between them. Twisting the
book to face Sophie, Teabing flipped open the heavy cover and
pointed inside the rear cover to a series of quotations. “From Da Vinci's
notebook on polemics and speculation,” Teabing said, indicating
one quote in particular. “I think you'll find this relevant to our discus-
sion.”

Sophie read the words.
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Many have made a trade of delusions
and false miracles, deceiving the stupid multitude.
—LEONARDO DA VINCI

“Here’s another,” Teabing said, pointing to a different quote.

es mislead us.

Blinding ignorance do

NeNn Your gyes

Sophie felt

The Bible is a
product of man
" Not of God.

his throat and \ y n heaven.”
“l beg your g
“The Bible is a product of man, my dear. Not of God. The Bible did
not fall magically from the clouds. Man created it as a historical record
of tumultuous times, and it has evolved through countless translations,

to the

show you

smil

additions, and revisions. History has never had a definitive version of

the book.”
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“The Bible is a product of man, my dear. Not of God. The Bible did
not fall magically from the clouds. Man created it as a historical record
of tumultuous times, and it has evolved through countless translations,
additions, and revisions. History has never had a definitive version of
the book.”

“Okay.”

“Jesus Chr igering influence, perhaps
the moXT More than 80 d has ever seen. As
the prophe GOSpGlS were sspired millions, and
foundes considered for the : - =5 of King
Solomon an New Testament. .. claim to the throne
of the King of {f_—etws\ <« ' BN was recorded by thou-

sands of followers across the lahd.” Teabing patsed to sip his tea and
then placed the cup back on the mantel. “More than eighty gospels
were considered for the New Testament, and yet only a relative few
were chosen for inclusion—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John among
them.

“Who chose which gospels to include?” Sophie asked.

“Aha!” Teabing burst in with enthusiasm. “The fundamental irony of
Christianity! The Bible, as we know it today, was collated by the pagan
Roman emperor Constantine the Great.”
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“I thought Constantine was a Christian,” Sophie said.

“Hardly,” Teabing scoffed. “He was a lifelong pagan who was bap-
tized on his deathbed, too weak to protest. In Constantine's day,
Rome’s official religion was sun worship—the cult of Sol Invictus, or
the Invincible Sun—and Constantine was its head priest. Unfortu-
nately for him, a growing religious turmoil was gripping Rome. Three
centuries after the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, Christ's followers had

multiplied exponentiglly. Christians and pagans began warring, and the

rend Rome in
n 373 A.D., h\

conflict grew to such ortions thy” \{ threatened

two. Constantine dec

—~Chris-

Constantine a
lifelong pagan...
baptized on his
deathbed, too
weak to protest

. He
could sex

winni

g Christian tra-

stable to both

fusing pagai

dition, he cr
parties.”

“Transmogrification,” Langdon said. “The vestiges of pagan religion
in Christian symbology are undeniable. Egyptian sun disks became the
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“Transmogrihication,” Langdon said. “The vestiges of pagan religion
in Christian symbology are undeniable. Egyptian sun disks became the
halos of Catholic saints. Pictograms of Isis nursing her miraculously
conceived son Horus became the blueprint for our modern images of
the Virgin Mary n 2 A virtually all the elements of

Nothing in
: Christianity is
Teabing o original

doxology, and commun-

from earlier pagan

ogist started on Christian
/ ~{he pre-Christian God
Mlthras—(alled the Son of God and the Light of the World—was born on
December 25, died, was buried in a rock tomb, and then resurrected in
three days. By the way, December 25 is also the birthday of Osiris,
Adonis, and Dionysus. The newborn Krishna was presented with gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. Even Christianity’s weekly holy day was

stolen from the pagans.”

“What do you mean?”

“Originally,” Langdon said, “Christianity honored the Jewish Sab-
bath of Saturday, but Constantine shifted it to coincide with the
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pagan's veneration day of the sun.” He paused, grinning. “To this day,
most churchgoers attend services on Sunday morning with no idea that
Sun-

they are there on account of the pagan sun god’s weekly tribute
day.”
Sophie’s head was spinn|\g. “And all of this relates to the Grail?”

religions,

“Indeed,” Teabing said.
Constantine n\ dition, and
held a famous ec

Sophie had hea

of Nicaea.”

Jesus' establishment
as the Son of God

was proposed & voted
on by the Council of
Nicaea

Nicene
“At this g
debated and vo
the admg

“I don't folrs

“My dear,” Teat
viewed by His fo
man, but a man nonetheless. A mortah

“Not the Son of God?”

“Right,” Teabing said. “Jesus’ establishment as ‘the Son of God’ was
officially proposed and voted on by the Council of Nicaea.”

“Hold on. You're saying Jesus’ divinity was the result of a vote?”
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“Right,” Teabing said. “Jesus’ establishment as ‘the Son of God’ was
officially proposed and voted on by the Council of Nicaea."

“Hold on. You're saying Jesus’ divinity was the result of a vote?”

“A relatively close vote at that,” Teabing added. “Nonetheless, estab-
lishing Christ’s divinity was critical to the further unification of the Ro-
man empire and to the new Vatican power base. By officially endorsing

e .

Jesus as the Son of God, Constantine turrfed Jesus into a deity who ex-

isted beyonaxthe scope of th kuma d, an entity whose power was
unchallengeable: “r pagan challenges to
Christiani A relatively close G redeem them-
selves only via T vote at that s Roman Catholic
Church.”

Sophie glanced at/rangd  /and pave hery soft nod of concur-
rence,

“It was all about power,” Teabing continued. “Christ as Messiah was
critical to the functioning of Church and state. Many scholars claim
that the early Church literally stole Jesus from His original followers,
hijacking His human message, shrouding it in an impenetrable cloak of
divinity, and using it to expand their own power. I've written several
books on the topic.”

“And I assume devout Christians send you hate mail on a daily basis?”
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“Why would they?” Teabing countered. “The vast majority of edu-
cated Christians know the history of their faith. Jesus was indeed a
great and powerful man. Constantine’s underhanded political maneu-
vers don't diminish the majesty of Christ’s life. Nobody is saying Christ
was a fraud, or denying that He walked the earth and inspired millions
to better lives. All we pee saying is that Constantine took advantage of
Christ's substantial i

Constantine
“The twis commissioned
... a hew Bible s after Jesus' death,

‘need a bold stroke. From this sgrang the most profound moment in
/ Christian history.” Teabing paused, eyeing Sophie. “Constantine com-
spoke of Christ’s human traits and embellished those gospels that
made Him godlike. The earlier gospels were outlawed, gathered up,
and burned.”

“An interesting note,” Langdon added. “Anyone who chose the for-
bidden gospels over Constantine’s version was deemed a heretic. The
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and burned.”

“An interesting note,” Langdon added. “Anyone who chose the for-
bidden gospels over Constantine’s version was deemed a heretic. The
word heretic derives from that moment in history. The Latin word
haereticus mean]\.choice.” Thosey who ‘chose’ the original history of
Christ were the 's first &

f ly QU ne of the gospels that
S,nnstg Some Of the gOSpe|S p Suryire e [)Ca‘d‘bm
Scrolls wh _ Qumran in the
» managed to survive ... T Flisii
madh The Dead Sea Scrolls s Speik
3 ... the Coptic Scrolls at fhi V“l“k‘an.- in
Ee] . cd very hard to sup-
press the Nag Hammadi W they? The scrolls
highlight ng hish_«al dix_ pancies _pd fabricawps, clearly con-

firming that the modern Bible was compiled and edited by men who
possessed a political agenda—to promote the divinity of the man Jesus
Christ and use His influence to solidify their own power base.”

“And vet,” Langdon countered, “it’s important to remember that the
modern Church’s desire to suppress these documents comes from a



Da Vinci's Last Supper

* Teabing goes on to
explain how Leonardo
Da Vinci has hidden
clues in his famous
painting.

* He says the figure
thought to be St John
Is really Mary
Magdalene, Jesus’

wife & mother of his
child Sarah.




The Rest of the Plot

* We won't spoil the story by revealing how
the book ends.

« But after Jesus' death, we are told, Mary
M & Sarah were hidden away in France.

* The church covered this up, male
leadership took over & reconfigured Mary

Magdalene as a prostitute, rejecting the
sacred feminine.



Questions Raise
The Da Vinci Co
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Questions Raised

Include topics such as:
» Christology

« Scripture

* Church History

* Various others:
— Mary Magdalene
— Leonardo Da Vinci
— The Templars
— The Priory of Sion




Questions about
Jesus Christ

 \Who was Jesus?
— Was he merely a human?
— Was his status upgraded by Constantine?

* \Was he raised from the dead after his
crucifixion?

* Did Jesus really marry?

* Did he & Mary Magdalene have a child?




Questions about
the Bible

* |s our Bible very different from the one the
early Christians had?

* Did Constantine prepare a new Bible?

* Did he destroy the Gospels which pictured
a merely human Jesus?

* Did he modify the Gospels in our Bible to
make Jesus look divine?

* What about the Gnostic Gospels?



Questions about
Church History

 What happened at the
Council of Nicea?

« Was Constantine a
Christian?

* Did the Roman Catholic
Church adopt many features
from paganism?

 Has it been covering up a

huge secret for nearly 2000
years?




Miscellaneous questions

What do we know about
Mary Magdalene?

Did Leonardo Da Vinci
hide clues in his paintings
that reveal the secret of
the Holy Grail?

What do we know about
the Templars?

What do we know about
the Priory of Sion?



Let's Get
Started! y
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