
The Biblical Firmament 
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Does the Bible teach a hard sky? 
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Modern Claims 
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Modern Claims 

"In the Scriptures the flat earth is founded on an 
underlying sea; it is stationary; the heavens are like an 
upturned bowl or canopy above it; the circumference of 
this vault rests on pillars; the sun, moon and stars move 
within this firmament of special purpose to illumine man; 
there is a sea above the sky, 'the waters which were above 
the heavens,' and through the 'windows of heaven' the 
rain comes down….  This is the worldview of the Bible." 

Harry Emerson Fosdick, Modern Use of the Bible, 46-47 
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Modern Claims 

"The second day brings the creation of the 
firmament, which the ancients imagined as a 
gigantic hemispherical and ponderous 
bell….  This heavenly bell, which is brought 
into the waters of chaos, forms first of all a 
separating wall between the waters beneath 
and above." 

Gerhard von Rad, Genesis, 51 
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Alleged Biblical Cosmos 
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Arguments for a Dome View 
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Ancient Views 
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Ancient Views 

"After this, on the second day, [God] placed the 
heavens over the whole world, and separated it 
from the other parts….  He also placed a 
crystalline [firmament] round it, and put it 
together in a manner agreeable to the earth, and 
fitted it for giving moisture and rain, and for 
affording the advantage of dews." 

Josephus, Antiquities, 1.1.1. 
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Ancient Views 
"The Sages of Israel say:  the sun travels beneath the sky 
during the day and above the sky during the night, while 
the Sages of the world maintain that the sun travels 
beneath the sky by day and beneath the earth by night.  It 
seems that their opinion is better than ours, because 
during the day the wells are cool, but at night they are 
warm." 

Pesahim 94b 
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Ancient Views 

"For the Spirit being one, and holding the place 
of light, was between the water and the heaven, 
in order that the darkness might not in any way 
communicate with the heaven, which was 
nearer God, before God said, 'Let there be light.'  
The heaven, therefore, being like a dome-
shaped covering, comprehended matter, which 
was like a clod." 

Theophilus to Autolycus 2:13 

A
bs
tr
ac
ts
	
  o
f	
  P

ow
er
po

in
t	
  T
al
ks
	
  

- 
ne

w
m

an
lib

.ib
ri

.o
rg

 -
 



Ancient Views 

"Waters embrace the back of the visible heaven 
on all parts, and yet they neither flow down, 
nor are moved out of their place….  Besides, 
the water has not quenched the sun, nor has the 
sun, which has gone on his way beneath for so 
long a time, dried up the water that lies above." 

Chrysostom, Concerning the Statues 9.9 
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Ancient Views 
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Ancient Views 
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The Word 'Firmament' 

"And God said, Let there be a firmament in 
the midst of the waters, and let it divide the 
waters from the waters.  And God made the 
firmament, and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from the waters 
which were above the firmament; and it was 
so.  And God called the firmament Heaven." 

Genesis 1:6-8 (KJV) 
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Etymology of Raqia 
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Usage of Raqa 

"Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

 His love endures forever… 

Who spread out the earth upon the waters, 

 His love endures forever…" 

Psalm 136:6 

Here raqa is applied to spreading the earth. 
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Usage of Raqa 

"To whom, then, will you compare God?  What 
image will you compare him to?  As for an idol, a 
craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it 
with gold and fashions silver chains for it."  
Isaiah 40:19 

Here raqa is applied to spreading gold leaf over a 
cast image, which is a rather more delicate 
operation than beating or stamping! 
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Usage of Verb Raqa 
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Usage of Noun Raqia 
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The 'Pillars of Heaven' 
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Usage of 'Pillars' 

Solomon's 
Temple is 
usually 
pictured with 
free-standing 
pillars. 
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Usage of 'Pillars' 
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The sky a 'heavy metal mirror' 
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The sky a heavy metal mirror? 
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The sky a heavy metal mirror? 
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Building 'stories' in heaven 

"It is he that buildeth his stories in the heavens, and 
hath founded his troop in the earth." (Amos 9:6, KJV) 

"The LORD, God of Hosts… who builds his upper 
chambers in the heavens, and founds his vault upon 
the earth…" (RSV) 

"The One who builds His upper chambers in the 
heavens, and has founded His vaulted dome over the 
earth…" (NASB) 
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Building 'stories' in heaven 

With these changes, we get this translation: 

"Who piles up his clouds in the heavens 

 And gathers them over the earth…" 

Notice how this fits the context following: 

"Who calls for the waters of the sea 

 And pours them on the face of the earth…" 
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Summary on dome view 
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Summary on dome view 
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Evidence for a vapor firmament 
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The 'Firmament' Created 

"And God said, Let there be a firmament in the 
midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters 
from the waters.  And God made the 
firmament, and divided the waters which were 
under the firmament from the waters which 
were above the firmament; and it was so.  And 
God called the firmament Heaven…" 

Genesis 1:6-8 (KJV) 
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Space between firmament & 
earth? 
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The Three Heavens 

"I know a man in Christ who 14 years ago 
was caught up to the third heaven.  And I 
know that this man – whether in the body or 
out of the body I do not know, but God knows 
– was caught up to paradise.  He heard 
inexpressible things, things that man is not 
permitted to tell."  2 Corinthians 12:2-4 
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The Three Heavens 
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The Three Heavens 

"But will God really dwell on earth?  The 
heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot 
contain you.  How much less this temple I 
have built." 1 Kings 8:27 (NIV) 

"Hear the supplication of your servant and of 
your people Israel when they pray toward this 
place.  Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, 
and when you hear, forgive." 1 Kings 8:30 
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The Three Heavens 
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The Three Heavens 

“Praise ye the LORD.  Praise ye the LORD 
from the heavens; praise him in the heights.  
Praise ye him, all his angels; praise ye him, 
all his hosts.  Praise ye him, sun and moon; 
praise him all ye stars of light.  Praise him, ye 
heaven of heavens, and ye waters that be 
above the heavens.  Let them praise the name 
of the LORD; for he commanded, and they 
were created."  Psalm 148:1-5 (KJV) 
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The Heaven of Heavens 
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Heaven, the invisible realm 

"The people remained at a distance, while 
Moses approached the thick darkness where 
God was.  Then the LORD said to Moses, 
'Tell the Israelites this:  You have seen for 
yourselves that I have spoken to you from 
heaven.' "   Exodus 20:21-22 
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Heaven, the invisible realm 

"From heaven he made you to hear his voice 
to discipline you.  On earth he showed you his 
great fire, and you heard his words from out of 
the fire."  Deuteronomy 4:36 
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Heaven, the invisible realm 

"You came down on Mount Sinai; you spoke to 
them from heaven.  You gave them regulations 
and laws that are just and right, and decrees and 
commands that are good."  Nehemiah 9:13 
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Heaven, the invisible realm 
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The Three Heavens 
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Birds and Heaven 

Dome Atmosphere 
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Hebrew Prepositions 
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Hebrew Prepositions 

"How often are they like straw before the 
wind, like chaff swept away by a gale?"  Job 
21:18 

"Although the peoples roar like the roar of 
surging waters, when he rebukes them they 
flee far away, driven before the wind like 
chaff on the hills, like tumbleweed before a 
gale."  Isaiah 17:13 
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Conclusions 
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For More Detail 
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